
WASCO COUNTY COURT 
REGULAR SESSION 

August 5, 2009 

PRESENT: Dan Ericksen, County Judge 
Bill Lennox, County Commissioner 
Lauren Haney, County Court Assistant 

ABSENT: Sherry Holliday, County Commissioner 
Kathy McBride, Executive Assistant 

At 9:06a.m. Judge Ericksen called the Court to order. 

Phillip Sisson, Rowena resident, stated he wanted to build a garage on his 
property and hired a contractor. Sisson said he called the Wasco County 
Planning and Development Department to inquire whether he needed a permit 
for the general layout. Sisson stated there was no one in the office so he spoke 
with someone from zoning and codes and they informed him he did not need a 
permit for the general landscape. Sisson said his permit was originally $850.00 
and now is $1, 700.00. He asked for a reduction in fees. 

Commissioner Lennox stated he was not comfortable making a decision on a 
reduction of fees without speaking to the Planning & Development Department. 

Judge Ericksen said there may be a Planning Staff Member present at Court 
later in the day and he would ask them to weigh in on the situation. 

NORCOR Administrator Jim Weed met with the Court regarding the budget for 
NORCOR. He informed the Court that they budgeted $775,000.00 in revenue for 
bed rentals from the US Marshals and the US Marshals has now pulled out. 
Weed noted he has cut in several places to aid in compensating for the loss of 
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revenue. Weed reviewed some of the cuts he made which included, closing a 
medical provider, which saved $18,000.00, and feeding inmates cold breakfast, 
which saved $22,000.00. Weed said the Union had been extraordinary to work 
with. Weed stated he understood these times are not easy for anyone, but he 
was asking the Court to consider funding NOR COR more money. 

Commissioner Lennox commended Administrator Weed for everything he had 
done. 

Weed noted there was $230,000.00 left to come up with. 

Judge Ericksen questioned what the cash flow situation was for NORCOR. 

Weed stated NORCOR was alright at the current time, but he had decided to 
attempt to never utilize the reserve money. He said there is some room left in 
the budget such as the budgeted $12,500.00 controller for the HVAC system to 
be repaired. Weed noted that twenty bed rentals would be sufficient to get them 
by. He noted he was looking into a possible opportunity to gain some rentals 
from Klickitat County. 

Commissioner Lennox questioned whether Weed had considered charging 
inmates who were able to pay for their jail time as a cost recovery attempt. 

Weed indicated he had considered that as an option; NORCOR has an 
automated billing system that would make that a possibility. Weed noted he had 
turned in about $70,000.00 worth of collectables from owed medical bills and 
prescribed medications. Weed stated he was also considering an electronic 
home monitoring system to allow work release. He stated the Court could 
contact him any time with questions. 

Sheriff Rick Eiesland requested to have permission to sign a grant application 
that could potentially bring in $300,000.00. 

{{{Commissioner Lennox moved to give Eiesland the authority to sign the 
Congressionally Selected Awards Program Grant Application~ Judge 
Ericksen seconded the motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 
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Eiesland informed the Court that he needs to replace an engine in a detective's 
car. He noted the cost would be $5,000.00. Eiesland questioned whether the 
Court wanted him to use the vehicle plan to repair the motor, or if they would 
prefer he trade the car in for another and pay an additional $11,000.00 for a new 
car. 

Commissioner Lennox stated he should use the vehicle plan and repair the 
current detective car. 

Eiesland informed the Court that Deputy Sheriff Jason Calloway would be leaving 
Wasco County for an Oregon State Police position on September 20, 2009. 

Other Business: 

Employee & Administrative Services Administrative Assistant Celeste Morgan 
and Kathi Hall from Public Health reviewed the Wasco County Wage and 
Classification Committee recommendation to in regards to Public Health Staffing 
(Attached as Exhibit A). 

Judge Ericksen questioned whether the County would be adding three new 
positions. 

Hall responded by stating that every requested position was budgeted. 

{{{Commissioner Lennox moved to approve the Wasco County Wage and 
Classification Committee's recommendation as follows: 

* Refill the position of Public Health Nurse II at .80 FTE 
* Increase the Solid Waste Coordinator from .60 FTE to 1.0 FTE, effective 
September 1, 2009 
* Fill the Public Health Family Planning Aide at .80 FTE 
* Increase the Nutrition Program Assistant from .60 FTE to .80 FTE 
* Increase the Environmental Health Specialist Trainee from .80 FTE to 1.0 
FTE 
* Establish a new Position of Public Health Program Secretary, Class H, at 
.60 FTE 
* Establish a New Position of Public Health Nurse II, Class Q, at .60 FTE 
* Establish a new Position of Community Health Worker, Class H, at .60 FTE 

Judge Ericksen seconded the motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 

Staff Accountant Monica Morris met with the Court regarding the request for a 
petty cash fund in the amount of $10,000.00 for the Wasco County Fair. Morris 

(-\ stated she had concerns with establishing a petty cash fund in that large of an 
, ) amount and requested to know how they were going to keep in compliance. 
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Judge Ericksen explained the situation regarding the Fair Board needing cash for 
several of their functions. 

Stone stated the fair is a cash business and further explained the need for the 
Fair Board to have cash during fair week. 

Morris requested to know who would be ultimately responsible for the cash. 

Stone answered the Fair Board would be responsible. 

Judge Ericksen explained the Sheriff would be hauling money each night to be 
locked in the Sheriffs Office. 

Metta reviewed the handout entitled Economic Development Commission 
Update: August 5, 2009 (Attached as Exhibit B). 

***It was the consensus of the County Court to send a letter of support for 
PNWISE's grant proposal to expand broadband coverage to Wasco 
County's rural areas***. 

At 10:30 a.m. Judge Ericksen opened the Public Hearing. He requested a 
motion be made to continue the Public Hearing due to scheduling conflicts and 
unavailability of staff. 

{{{Commissioner Lennox moved to continue the Public Hearing in the 
matter of reviewing the decision of the Planning Commission to overturn 
the decision of the Planning Director on the request by Frank Walker & 
Associates for a replacement forest dwelling and detached garage in the 
F-2/EPD-8 Forest/Sensitive Wildlife Habitat Overlay Zone (Big Game Winter 
Range) to August 6, 2009, at 10:00 a.m. at the Public Work Conference 
Room. Judge Ericksen seconded the motion; it was then passed 
unanimously.}}} 
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Other Business: 

Judge Ericksen reviewed the request from Phillip Sisson and requested 
comments on the request from Associate Planner Dawn Baird. 

Baird stated she did not think Planning & Development Director Todd Cornett 
would support the request. She said it was a big project and the owner had 
brought in about 250 cubic yards of material. She stated Sisson had submitted 
an application and said he is required to do a full scenic review. Baird noted 
there had been a mistake and he was told the fees would be less. 

Judge Ericksen stated he was sympathetic to the situation. 

{{{Judge Ericksen moved to approve the request from Phillip Sisson that 
the Land Use Planning Fee be reduced from $1,700 to $850. The motion 
died for lack of a second; no further motion was offered.}}} 

{{{Commissioner Lennox moved to approve the Regular Session Consent 
Calendar of August 5, 2009, as presented. Judge Ericksen seconded the 
motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 

Other Business: 

{{{Commissioner Lennox moved to approve the Agreement between Wasco 
County and the Mid-Columbia Center for Living. Judge Ericksen seconded 
the motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 

{{{Commissioner Lennox moved to approve the Bakeoven 
Communications Site Lease between Connolly Land and Livestock, Inc. 
and the Wasco County Sheriff's Office. Judge Ericksen seconded the 
motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 

Item #7- Monica Morris, Staff Accountant. explained in detail what information 
( .... 

1 
the EDEN report would provide. She stated it would be many pages long and 

\ / take a considerable amount of time to search through a monthly report. Morris 
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said she would provide the monthly reports to the Court at their request but 
explained if they were seeking specific information they could do a particular 
search and it would not be as large of a report. 

The Court was not in favor of requesting a monthly printout report of EDEN 
activity to regularly observe tasks being performed by the Finance Department. 

Item #1 -The Court requested that this item be put on hold. 

Item #2 - Commissioner Lennox stated he is in support of revamping our 
national health system. 

***It was the consensus of the County Court to support NACO's request for 
the County to approve a Resolution in support of health care reform***. 

Item #3- Commissioner Lennox would like to first consult with County Counsel 
regarding the adoption of an Ordinance that would allow the County to enforce 
the burn ban prior to the Court discussing the matter. 

Item #4- Stone informed the Court that Pam Weed was observed by a neighbor 
cleaning the property. He stated the Weeds had never paid the trailer off and 
technically the trailer company still has ownership of the trailer. 

Item #5- This item is pending due to the lack of information regarding the trailer. 

Item #6 - Judge Ericksen stated he used to sign all Personnel Actions. 

Stone said any Personnel Actions which are routine have been dealt with in his 
office. He stated any Personnel Action that has any kind of change goes through 
County Court. 

Stone asked the Court whether they had the intention to fill the upcoming 
vacancy of the Secretary I Position in the Office of the County Court. 

***It was the consensus of the County Court to fill the Secretary I Position 
in the Office of the County Court when the position becomes vacant***. 

Item #9 -The Court decided to discuss this item with County Surveyor Dan Bolt 
prior to having a discussion in Court. 

Item #1 0 -The Court decided to discuss this item with Animal Control Officer 
Brad Heinige prior to a discussion in County Court. 

( ... 1 At 11:25 a.m. the Court recessed. 
' i 
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At 11:31 a.m. the Court reconvened. 

Item #11 -The Court regretfully denied the funding assistance request from the 
Oregon Agricultural Extension Association for hosting a national conference. 

The Court reviewed the Discussion List with additional items (Attached as 
Exhibit E). 

Item #1 

{{{Commissioner Lennox moved to approve the request from Dan Spatz to 
donate $1,000.00 to Historic The Dalles Days and Oregon Statehood Wagon 
Train. Judge Ericksen seconded the motion; it was then passed 
unanimously. }}} 

Item #2 

{{{Commissioner Lennox moved to support the Business Plan for the 
Mid-Columbia Council of Governments Community Based Renewable 
Energy Projects and that the Court send a letter of support for said 
Business Plan. Judge Ericksen seconded the motion; it was then passed 
unanimously.}}} 

The Court decided to hold off on the adoption of the Illegal Structures and 
Dwellings Policy until Code Compliance Officer Keith Cleveland could be in 
attendance. 

Item #1 0 -Animal Control Officer Brad Heinige stated he was unsure what it 
would entail to implement a kennel fee. He requested the Court's direction on 
whether or not to pursue investigating the implementation of a kennel fee. 
Heinige stated that he has discussed the definition of inventory with Todd 
Cornett, Wasco County Planning & Development Director. 

Some discussion occurred. 
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Commissioner Lennox suggested reviewing other counties' practices regarding 
licensing of kennels. 

Heinige will clarify with District Attorney Eric Nisley some questions that he has. 

Other Business: 

Sheriff Eiesland requested that the Court meet with Chief Deputy Sheriff Steve 
Conover and Emergency Services Manager Mike Davidson regarding a potential 
grant opportunity. 

The Court agreed to meet with Conover and Davidson. 

At 12:24 p.m. the Court recessed. 

At 2:30 p.m. the Court reconvened. 

Judge Ericksen opened the bid received for legal advertisement to Wasco 
County. The bid received was from The Dalles Chronicle in the amount of $5.50 
for On-Line Email and $5.80 for Non On-Line Email. Judge Ericksen noted that 
the bid was 5% higher than last year's rate. 

{{{Commissioner Lennox moved to award the bid for furnishing legal 
advertisement to Wasco County to The Dalles Chronicle for the cost of 
$5.50 for On-Line Email and $5.80 for Non On-Line Email. Judge Ericksen 
seconded the motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 

Other Business: 

Davidson and Conover met with the Court regarding a potential grant opportunity 
that would aid in funding the construction of the 911/Emergency Operations 
Center (EOC) building. 

Davidson reviewed the handout entitled Construction and Renovation (Attached 
as Exhibit F). He stated that the County would have until September of 2010 to 
supply non federal matching funds. Davidson noted the County would need 
$50,000.00 in matching funds. 



WASCO COUNTY COURT 
REGULAR SESSION 
AUGUST 5, 2009 
PAGE9 

Conover stated he was required to include a timeline with the grant application 
and he put the start date for the project as December 1, 2009, with a completion 
date of July 15, 2010. Conover gave an update on the buffer zone. He noted the 
entire project had been funded. 

Davidson stated it will be a regional system for mobile dispatch and will make it 
easier to provide service. 

Commissioner Lennox questioned whether the Oregon State Police (OSP) would 
be a part of the system. 

Davidson answered they would not. 

Conover stated he tried to involve OSP but they could not accept the federal 
funding. 

Judge Ericksen directed Davidson and Conover to dedicate the $50,000.00 to 
match the grant. 

Other Business: 

{{{Commissioner Lennox moved to approve the Regular Session Minutes 
of July 15, 2009. Judge Ericksen seconded the motion; it was then passed 
unanimously.}}} 

The Court signed: 

- Order #09-148 in the matter of canceling delinquent personal property taxes. 
- Order #09-149 in the matter of canceling delinquent real property taxes. 
- Resolution #09-035 in the matter of accepting and appropriating unanticipated 
Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant Funds during Fiscal Year 2009-2010. 
- Contract Agreement between The Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs 
Reservation and Wasco County Weed & Pest Control. 
- Regular Session Minutes of July 15, 2009. 
-Agreement between Wasco County and the Mid-Columbia Center for Living. 
- Bakeoven Communications Site Lease between Connolly Land and Livestock, 
Inc. and the Wasco County Sheriff's Office. 
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At 3:20 p.m. the Court adjourned. 

WASCO COUNTY COURT 

Bill Lennox, County Commissioner 



Wasco County 
Wage & Classification Committee 

Date: July29, 2009 

To: County Court 

From: Celeste Morgan, Secretary for the Wage & Classification Committee 

Subject: Public Health Staffing 

Outlined are requests that have been reviewed and recommended for approval by 
the Wage & Classification Committee: 

I. Mary Catherine Clites has accepted the position of Nursing Supervisor. Therefore, it has 
been requested to Wage & Classification Committee for approval to fill her former 
position of Public Health Nurse II. It is requested to be filled at .80 FTE. This position 
is funded through the PHEP state public health fund. 

Non Rep. Salary Matrix for Public Health Nurse II, class Q: 
Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step4 Step 5 

Hourly $22.89 $24.04 $25.24 $26.51 $27.83 
Monthly $3,718.46 $3,906.23 $4,101.44 $4,308.32 $4,522.62 

II. On April!, 2009, Cindy Brown made the decision to decrease her working hours from 
1.0 FTE to .60 FTE for personal reasons. She would like to increase her FTE back to 
full time as of September 1, 2009. Her position (Solid Waste Coordinator) is funded 
through HHW funds. 

N R S l . M t . ~ S lid W t C d" l M on ep. a ary a nx or 0 as e oor mator, c ass : 
Step 1 Step2 Step 3 Step4 Step 5 

Hourly $18.84 $19.79 $20.77 $21.80 $22.89 
Monthly $3,061.76 $3,214.53 $3,373.66 $3,542.35 $3,718.46 

III. We are requesting approval to fill the Public Health Family Planning Aide position at .80. 
FTE. It is budgeted for fiscal year 2009-2010. This position is funded through the 
Family Planning public health fund. 

N R S l M . ~ PH F "l PI on ep. a ary atnx or anllly A"d l D annmg 1 e, c ass : 
Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 

Hourly $12.12 $12.74 $13.38 $14.06 $14.76 
Monthly $1,971.15 $2,069.82 $2,173.78 $2,284.12 $2,398.70 



IV. On July 1, 2009, The Public Health Department became the public health authority for 
Gilliam County. To provide additional services for the district, the following staff 
increases are requested. They will be funded by an increase in state public health funds 
and increased funding from Gilliam and Sherman Counties. 

A. FfE increases: 

1. Nutrition Program Assistant (Jazmin Karina Robles) from .60 to .80 FTE 

N R SI Mt" f N on ep. a ary a nx or utntton p rogram A" SSIStan t, I D c ass : 
Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 

Hourly $12.12 $12.74 $13.38 $14.06 $14.76 
Monthly $1,971.15 $2,069.82 $2,173.78 $2,284.12 $2,398.70 

2. Environmental Health Specialist Trainee (Angela Combe) from .80 to 1.0 FTE 

N R SI M. f E H on ep. a ary atnx or nv. li T . I 0 ealth Specia st ramee, c ass : 
Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step4 . Step 5 

Hourly $20.77 $21.81 $22.89 $24.04 $25.24 
Monthly $3,373.66 $3,542.35 $3,718.46 $3,906.23 $4,101.44 

B. New Positions to fill: 

1. .60 FTE PH Program Secretary 

N R S I M t . f PH P Oli ep. al!ry anx or rogram s I H ecretary, c ass : . 

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step4 Step 5 
Hourly $14.76 $15.49 $16.26 $17.08 $17.93 
Monthly $2,398.70 $2,517.52 $2,642.70 $2,775.31 $2,914.29 

2. .60 FTE Public Health Nurse II 

N R S I M . f P bli H I h N on ep. aary atnx or u c eat urse II I Q , c ass : 
. Step 1 Step2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 

Hourly $22.89 $24.04 $25.24 $26.51 $27.83 
Monthly $3,718.46 $3,906.23 $4,101.44 $4,308.32 $4,522.62 

3. .60 FTE Community Health Worker 

Non Rep. s aiary Matrix for PH Community Health Worker, class H : 
Step 1 Stejl2 Step 3 Step4 Step 5 

Hourly $14.76 $15.49 $16.26 $17.08 $17.93 
Monthly $2,398.70 $2,517.52 $2,642.70 $2,775.31 $2,914.29 



*Please note that the Salary Matrix's used in this Wage & Class Committee request 
reflect the 2008/2009 Wasco County Non Represented Salary Matrix. Figures may or 
may not change dependent upon what is adopted for the 2009/2010 matrix. 

It is the recommendation of the Wage & Classification Committee to 
approve all of these requests. 

CC: Teri Thalhofer, PH Director 
Karen LeBreton, Wage & Classification Committee Chairperson 



Wasco County Court 
Economic Development Commission Update: August 5, 2009 

EDCNews 
• Discovery Center /Oregon Solutions: A draft ofthe Business Plan for the Discovery 

Center has been completed and will be shared with the Discovery Center Board before 
their August meeting. Jessica Metta worked on this with help from EDC Chair Joan 
Silver. The Plan functions more like a strategic action plan than a traditional Business 
Plan for a for-profit business and outlines goals, actions and timelines for achieving 
sustainability. 

• Juicy Ideas: The National Juicy Ideas Competition is considering redesigning the 
competition to have a more technological focus. Jessica is waiting to hear which direction 
the national competition goes to determine if our region would want to be involved or if 
we would want to develop our own competition based on last year's idea of creating a 
marketable product from a throw-away item. 

• EDC Project: At their September meeting, the EDC will be discussing a projects for the 
group to work on over the next year. Chair Silver and Jessica will be drafting a list of 
potential projects for the EDC to consider. One suggestion they have heard so far has 
included starting a Pub Talk in The Dalles. There are discussions underway already with 
Hood River County Economic Development for an October Pub Talk in The Dalles with 
support from the Small Business Development Center and Oregon Entrepreneurs 
Network. 

• RFI: A Gorge business recently issued a Request for Information for a Campus 
Development project. With their rapid growth, they are looking to develop a single 
campus to house their operations. Organizations around the Gorge are submitting 
individual proposals but there has also been an effort to submit a regional proposal. EDC 
staff has assisted where possible on both the proposal from the Port of The Dalles and the 
regional proposal which has taken the form of a Letter of Cooperation. EDC staff 
requests that the County Court consider and sign the Letter during their August 5 session. 

• Broadband Grant: Q-Life had developed a grant proposal to expand broadband 
coverage to Wasco County's rural areas. Based on stimulus funding, the proposal was 
expanded to include all of Oregon and is being put together by PNWISE 
(www.PNWISE.org ). They are requesting new letters of support for their grant 
application. Jessica will bring a sample letter for the Court to consider and possibly sign 
during their August 5 session. 

Regional Economic News 
• American Recovery & Reinvestment Act: Oregon has a website with a map-based 

application to track state and local government spending of funds from the American 
Recovery Reinvestment Act (ARRA) at www.oregon.gov/recovery/StimulusReporting. 
The site will be updated regularly and also has links to other stimulus related information 
and programs. The site currently reports that $22.2 million in ARRA funding has been 
designated for Wasco County. The largest share of those funds is going towards 
transportation projects ($8.3 million) and health and human services ($7.9 million). 
Wasco County's share represents less than 0.1% of the total amount of ARRA funding 
designated for Oregon (currently $2,316,900,000). 



• OIB Loan and Grant Information: The Oregon Investment Board released their annual 
report for 2009. $45,867 in grants were designated for projects that benefited Wasco 
County. In July, the OIB finalized a loan of$212,000 for expansion of Fun Country, LLC 
located in The Dalles. The OIB and WIB will also be submitting appropriation requests 
for a total of $25 million. 

• Employment: (Source: Oregon Employment Department) Wasco County grew by 220 
jobs in May 2009. These were primarily in the industries ofleisure/ hospitality, 
manufacturing and Indian tribal government. There were only two small losses in 
employment; those were in retail and education (schools). 

Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rates· 
June2009 May2009 June2008 

Oregon 12.2% 12.2% 5.9% 
Wasco County 10.9% 11.2% 6.7% 

--Jessica Metta, EDC Staff 
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AUGUST 5, 2009 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

1. Order #09-148 in the matter of canceling delinquent personal property taxes. 

2. Order #09-149 in the matter of canceling delinquent real property taxes. 

3. Resolution #09-035 in the matter of accepting and appropriating unanticipated 
Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant Funds during Fiscal Year 2009-2010. 

4. Contract Agreement between The Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs 
Reservation and Wasco County Weed & Pest Control. 
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WASCO COUNTY COURT 
REGULAR SESSION 

August 5, 2009 

DISCUSSION LIST 

ACTION AND DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

1. Discussion on the recent Palomar Gas Transmission proposal to run a pipeline 
through Wasco County. 

2. Discussion on the letter received from Don Stapley, NACo President, regarding 
"Restoring the Partnership for American Health: Counties in a 21 51 Century 
Health System". 

3. Discussion on the establishment of an Ordinance that would allow the 
enforcement of the bum ban. (HOLD OFF ON DISCUSSING THIS UNTIL 
SHERRY AND I RETURN.) 

4. Discussion on the letter received from Pam Weed. 

5. Discussion on the letter received from Keith Mobley on behalf of Gerald Reffett. 

6. Discussion on the County Court's preference in receiving Personnel Action 
information from the Wasco County Employee & Administrative Services 
Department. 

7. Discussion on financial accounting system report. (THE DISCUSSION IS 
WHETHER THE COUNTY COURT WANTS A MONTHLY REPORT FROM THE 
FINANCE OFFICE FOR INTERNAL CONTROL PURPOSES. SHERRY THINKS 
THAT WOULD BE GREAT.) 

8. Decision on the recommendations of the Wasco County Wage and Classification 
Committee in regards to various positions for the North Central Public Health 
District. 

9. Letter from M.D. VanValkenburgh, dated July 20, 2009, in regards to Public 
Easement at area of Clem's Attic. 

10. Request from Brad Heinige, Wasco County Animal Control Officer, to consider 
establishing a kennel licensing fee. 
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11. Request from the Oregon Agricultural Extension Association in regards to their 
donation request for hosting a national conference showing Oregon and the 
Pacific Northwest. 

ON HOLD: 

1. Discussion on Amending Document Approval Policy. 

2. Discussion on filling the Position of Wasco County Finance Director. 
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DISCUSSION LIST 

ADDITIONAL ITEMS 

ACTION AND DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

1. Discussion on the request from.Oan Spatz regarding Wasco County 
donating $1,000.00 to Historic The Dalles Days and Oregon Statehood 
Wagon Train. 

2. Discussion on the letter and Business Plan received regarding Community 
Based Renewable Energy Projects (CBREP's) 
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Construction and Renovation 

'f'-eJ1lc 'B('S/o'i 
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FEMA recognizes that an updated, functioning emergency operations center (EOC), accessible to 
and usable by individuals with disabilities, is a core component of an effective emergency 
management system. Therefore, construction and renovation activities for a State, local, or tribal 
government's principal EOC are allowable under EMPG. Allowable costs for EOC construction 
and renovation are consistent with the FY 2008 EOC Grant Program. In addition, EOCs may use 
up to $1,000,000 for construction projects or up to $250,000 for renovation projects. However, the 
match requirement for EOC construction and renovation with EMPG funding is 50'percerl! federal 
and. 50. percent grantee. 

FY 2009 EMGP grantees using funds for construction projects must comply with the Davis-Bacon 
Act. Grant recipients must ensure that their contractors or subcontractors for construction projects 
pay workers employed directly at the worksite no less than the prevailing wages and fringe 
benefits paid on projects of a similar character. Additional information, including Department of 
Labor wage determinations, is available from the following website: 

http://www.dol.gov/esa!programsldbra/ 

In order for grantees to drawdown funds for limited EOC construction and renovation projects 
under EMPG: 

• Grantee must provide to FEMA: 

o Description of the EOC facility, location, and the scope of the construction or renovation project 

o Certification that an assessment has been conducted to identify EOCneeds regarding such . 
issues as the facility, communications capability, computer systems and network capabilities, . 
survivability, and sustainability 

o How the construction or renovation project will address the needs identified from the 
assessment 

o Consequences of not implementing the construction or renovation project 
~ 

o NEPA Compliance Checklist 

Written approval must be provided by FEMA prior to the use of any EMPG funds for construction 
or renovation. All proposed construction and renovation activities must undergo an 
Environmental and Historic Preservation (EHP) review, including approval of the review from 
FEMA, prior to undertaking any action related to the project. Any applicant that is proposing a 
construction project under the FY 2009 EMGP should pay special attention to the EHP 
requirements contained in Part VI (B, 4. 7) of the Guidance. 

Failure of a grant recipient to meet these requirements may jeopardize Federal funding. 


